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We dubbed V 
lan crime "* 
now 26 years old and h* s „ i $*y* 



l James Reece, 
Counl 


mvm -o years oiu ami 
' “known psychotic” since age 1 ' pjjii- 
Superior Court Judge George " 


Ups - aod* 

Reece has been under vanei - 

of police and court supenislon 

years and — unbelievably — hflS 0 „r 

“turned loose time after tim e 


mit more crimes.” said the judge. j 
He is so violent he had to be 
under heavy sedation before a « u • 
Phillips’ court. The jury recently J. 
victed him of a string of nine le 
including two counts of kidnap, t' 1 
robberies, two burglaries and t"° 



t 0r didn’t understand why ho ha y 
L . the home. He didn't need mo • 
;wa„ never burglarized for money*. d 
not a drug user. IIo never car 
1 Hea Pon. $i 

i M !'. r * ce f J"*t a month after his 
U Jfi6 ' on the robbery and kidr^l ^ 




Ir 0e«, 


the robbery 
fried to escape 


capes. Lunde ton ti° P discouraged,” Dr. 

That series of crimes extended ^ m ( he 1 1 1 ibune. “This happens 
a year and cuhninated in his capture 3 Q .. ses ; 1 Ve used this classic 

Marin Countv where he smashed up Stanford r SCUS i 10ns wi th law students at 
stolen car white pursuing San Francis- ^ Law School. 

co topless dancer Yvonne D’Angers. , : use group therapv. Rideout 

At the time he started the swath o I _T ln ‘ ensi ' e Psychiatric treatment 
crime in 1966. he was free on bail on * T UIS a week with doctors, 

charge of raping a University of CaU- ®{" } „P Iace m prison where lie 

fornia coed in Berkeley and was on pro* * ms - 

bation for a 1964 robbery. < littip #!!« a ?5! ed ’ ‘ Tm appalled at how 

Reece, who once worked as a baker he Public knows about what han- 

in Oakland, has had extensive psychiat* l K t0 people in jails or in m-tenne 

ric counseling at Atascadero State Hos- 1 ew P e °ple ever visit them ” 

- 

, ™ n o ^^tly they are not hing"o 

said regular doses of sedation are as JeL g° of him until lie straightens up in 
essentia] for his well-being as insulin is accordance with their standards. This 
for a diabetic. ls the old punitive approach.” 

On the other hand. Leonard C. Ride- (Rideout is still in Vacaville at this 
out, now 21, has been a compulsive time.) 

burglar since about age 9. He estimates The stark contrast between the cas- 
he has committed 250 burglaries — es of Reece and Rideout seems to prove 
driven by some irrational force beyond °oce again: the squeaky wheel gets the 
his understanding. As far as is known, grease. 

he has never committed a crime of vio- Reece in his court appearances has 
lence. overturned tables . been gagged and 


Ur thouse and teas shot in the b'fl 
, ,nr i/f’s deputy, lie was taken 1° 

""d Hospital and a month l aier ' it *jng 
1(1 leg mending and a deputy * ce 
jjtsidc his second floor room, 

, down a blanket to the grow* ( ^ 

'°bblcd five blocks down the , ?l t 
\ l 'kere he climbed into an op<y ^ e 

ho »se through a bathroom window'd 
Scaped with $58 before a frW 
i°ccupQnt could call police. nU fMyr- 

1 It was another month before ufjed 
dies caught up with Reece am ^ 0 r . 

''ini as he was trying to cross • ^ 

(lpr tn jif/iri/'fi nt Tiiuana. m 


Hom if lr _. 

5!?i srjsr 

^nd i • 1907 fll 

Joceilt ^f'ndrr •, re 1’ Tr ^nted by I 

^1 1 - Tw ' lnn °ceni bn CrP ^ plcas °/ in - 
,i0< ni r (l i h^chiatrij TCason °f insan- 

> a , ? thc court t ^ dul V *P~ 

V°e “T dirct " ™ 






piUU over the last three or four years. 

The chances of Reece ever becom¬ 
ing a peaceful, law-abiding and produc¬ 
tive citizen are exceedingly t emote, ac¬ 
cording to Judge Phillips. Doctors have 


.LI ., 

d " into Mexico at Tijuana. Ini' '^appointed ^nZ° he ' J ' tlle »"‘'r 

m cell in San Diego a /«»** br0 . ‘^Oht p Cecp «««. t. sa ,d J 
Reece slashed his left arm m 1 ^ *dersi an(l tfle Jt competent to 

ken light bulb and was f ourl *^ (L hlm ™d “should bcinTh n ‘ )H ‘Wn* 

unconscious. He was ch 9 0 f a trial had tn y .°*PW 
fobbing two San Diego drug cause of Reece’s interr upted be-1 

more than $1,000. hurg' a ' ® erbal outbursts be ph V sic al and 

In the numerous amateur sh j, ldge Redmond ’fa'Superior Co,, n 

nes committed b y R J de °“K d find and j Rcec e slashed his left nZ' Hna ‘ly 
took whatever cash he cot ^ | tray in j a n f arr>l Wlth on ash 

easily-pawned items such a witb 1 **°ns were conduct il(ltric ex omina- 
corders. He ^ 

•!^ckbook.° took it to the bank wherl Wormance ^ " nr " u fl d j 
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During his young life he lias been 
sent to the California Youth Authority 
on five different occasions. Both he and 
relatives asked the CYA on numerous 
occasions to provide psychiatric help. 
It was never done. 

He is now in state prison and, de¬ 
spite the pleadings of Judge Phillips 
and a court-appointed psychiatrist, Dr. 
Donald T. Lunde of the Stanford Uni- 
versify Medical School, it does not ap- 
pear likely he will get the kind of help 
he needs. 

What would be his chances of recov¬ 
ery with the right kind of psychiatric 
treatment? Dr. Lunde, in recommend¬ 
ing that prison authorities send him to 
Atascadero, said in part: 

‘‘This course of action Hong term 


shackled , fought jailers and deputies, 
screamed at judges , and once became 
so violent it took eight baliffs to shack¬ 
le him and carry him back to the 
courthouse jail. 

Rideout, on the other hand, admit¬ 
ted his crimes and cooperated with po¬ 
lice in clearing up numerous unsolved 


match with the judge, wrestling 
bailiffs and upsetting counsel tables. 

In mid-1970 psychiatrists at Atas -1 
cadero decided Reece was recovered 
sufficiently to stand trial. They sent 
kin i back to Oakland with a supply of El 
tranquilizers but in May when he again 


Crime and 
The Courts 


burglaries. His burglaries often were 
clumsily performed, in broad daylight 
with no attempt to hide his finger- 

- |— 0 prints. Often he was chased by liouse- 

psychiatrie treatment) would fulfill two holders. He was intelligent enouch to 
important functions. First of all, it tell Dr. Lunde he thought he had Lp 
would greatly decrease the probability childish need to be caught ami 
that this man will continue to perform ished. " P un ‘ 

anti-social acts and that he might go on Reece's 1966 crime smee startd 
to become a useful and productive tvith the holdup of a llammJ ‘ d 
member of society. He certainly has pharmacy that resulted , ' J d area 
that potential... gunfiaht with „ m J C “ , a runntn 9 

"In addition, this disposition would «»■». -police and sheriff’*^ pr '! >ate c '"' 
satisfy .Mr. Rideout’s request for treat! in 9 clmsc he hel d i™ PU ,M ’ Dur ‘ 
ment which I think is made with a. sin- 9 un Point, includiva shZtfv h ° sta 9 e 
cere intention on his part to change the James Sutton. Fifteen ; ' S ” e T>uty 

pattern of living . . . which has proved changed during the V 510 S were e *- 
dissatisfying to him and a burden to so- Before that R C mse ‘ 

spent two nears nt ® lread l/ had 


the owner was known, and attempted to 
cash a check — posing as the owner of 
the checkbook. 

lie once told Dr. Lunde he often re¬ 
in e m b e r e d a magazine cartoon in 
which an arrested burglar said, “The 
reason 1 am always stealing is that lam 

trying to fulfill a childhood fantasy that appeared before Judge Stoats he flew 
people want to give me presents.” into a rage of such violence if took 

Dr. Lunde thinks the “childhood fan- ei G ht bailiffs to subdue him. Stoats sen- 
tasy” may be part of the sad young tenced him to state prison on revoked 
mans problem. The sensitive and intel- probaton for a 1964 robbery. 
hgent youth was reared by a family The case eventually ended up before » 
friend, scarcely knew his own mother J udge Phillips who ordered another ” 
and father. In his search for the miss- psychiatric examination to determine if 


dissatisfying 
ciety.” 

Judge Phillips, in sending Rideout to 
the Vacaville Medical Facility, sent let¬ 
ters to the prison authorities and 
phoned them, urging that the young in- 
tenor decorator and one-time night 


mg “mother figure,” says Dr. Lunde, 
Rideout once married a woman six 
years his senior, a probation officer, a 
strong and authoritarian figure. The 
marriage lasted one year but during 
that time Rideout attended junior col¬ 
lege and committed no burglaries. 

After the marriage broke up, he 
started living with a 40-vear-old di- 
voi 

ship man t last. The woman was less 
authoritarian than his ex-wife. Rideout 
returned to committing burglaries. 

In San Diego, James Reece was or- 


Reece could be tried for the Haytoard 1 
crime spree while under heavy seda- I 
Hon _ believed to be the first time such 
a question has been raised in California 

law. „ L 

Dr. Lunde and Dr. Bert S. Koppell, I 

also of the Stanford Medical School. ■ 
found Reece capable of standing trial. 

A jury onDec.il, 1970. found Reece U 

** J J . . . .. . Ho Th/y came ■ 


uivu living wnn a 4U-year-old di- A > unj un , , The same 

reed mother of three but the relation-! guilty on nine felony cowns ' c found 
ip didn’t last. The woman was less i jury of sis men and six women j 


li before 


jury -- 
Reece sane on Dec. 

Wien he nest » 

Judge Phillips prison. Reece teas - 
n "TS'c fand handcuffed. DP t 


\dered to Patten State Hospital where J a "•'J,,/ s hackW ana , . ■ 

was held until May. 1967 , then ad- ^ t { c 'restraints, the 230 'P OU ^ k “ d l 
sufficiently sarut in stmtrt in’ni sP ! < ...... /mother rag i. k) 


bpcm two uen rs had 

undergoing psychwt e^f " 0 Hos V ital 
a 1964 Oakland buraZ , ment after 
nui„n„ t ,! UTglaT Uand TobhrJ, 


judged sufficiently sane to stand trial. # i,e 7llw into another rage, knoc 
The fudge there freed him of the rob- ’ t , r0 bailiffs , vomited, and finally 


Rideout, who seldom^ [ obber ll- 
value in his m took much of 


= ... happened to burglarize a’p l °l d how h e 
club singer be sent to Atascadero. This one April afternoon J ,® rkele V home 

was followed up with phone caUs from dressed in a black slit 1069 ’ He was 



: fl , ,w 7 cu “r W4LU LdUS irom uressed in a black qiu- ^ 7 ile was 
Dr. Lunde and the county probation de- silk shirt, with about A u 1 and white 
partment. The district attorney con- fore rehearsing as , h ° Ur to k 'H be- 

.s as a singer with 


curred in the recommendation. 

Reports came back to Judge PhH. 
lip§: J. E. Bergmann, a correctional 
counselor, agreed Rideout needed psy¬ 
chiatric help. Prison psychiatrists said 
he needed treatment. 


nightclub band. 

It was a nice dov and 
short walk — a strikinoi 6 % T Gnt for a 
figure in his silks. He L an h ds ? ni e 

thought of committing a bm-oK !' a< n ° 

But Bergman added that Vacaviu !>udden l.' he began to feel “vibration* 
guards recommended Rideout be tram* l^in*" 1 a , ccrtain house.” ns 
ferred to San Quentin “for a period J , e ? le I* d and . be ^n rummaging 
stabilization, and after he ha- dr-m arol ^ nt *. finding $2 in a woman’s nor ® 
strated stability and wilg L s tt"' /T’ hefo,p » n,an camet 

ticipatc in the program, hetih.t back yard and chased him o u 

nr plKemeni „ gm „ ^ »«. 

» thought to **,'* -rwiS; 


t u } i,/ie / uu- 1 . tiro bail Hi*, win."'-'' 

bery charges, apparently on the ground ^ into unconsciousness as 

that he was insane at the time he co w - HP?"! Lid him on the floor, 

mitted the crimes. boil# " , nle „ c i„a had to be halted and 

Through an administrative bobble T> Phillips asked Dr. Lunde to 
the judge was not informed of pending J"^ ,S t another psychiatric exammw 
charges against Reece in Alameda determine if Recce is able u 

County, so Recce was set free. yen ,0 .„7d thc sentencing procedure. 

His next escapade came a month " td ji u was sentenced to life W'prw- ^ 
later when, in a stolen car. I,e pursued r a n. 21. , 

Miss D’Angers as she drove away f ro ,„ °. L Le0 nard Rideout, the dot- 

JS# Francisco night spot in her r ’d burglar, remains n E 

Cadillac convertible. In a dcad-e^f |le JFacildy where pris- W 

weet smashup, Reece was criti Cal J VK» vl !® ‘ , cs sav he is undergoing 0| 

ssk-— "” rm 


Ho*! .. g a vc 


authorities o 
but 


fictitious 

A hi)). 


ital 

R eCC n .,d a d d r e s s , out Ala me r 
lion 16 ueriffs deputies identified hi, 1° 
Cod'tW '[^through a tattooed 
O day ,a \ e , r on his left forearm. ° Sj 
gild in , : . time Recce faced a Vnrj 
Uy 1,1,5 , r0 ,„ the Hayward 'h 
chaHl eS marges m Berke l«, #> ; «• 

rnt)l 1 -...I af.crrm* °0- 



of 




.•group "-A,, efficacy in his case 
siders of do b u thoritles say they have no 
' PT teon Lading him to Atascadero, 
plans f or , 1 »cc aceordii’B to Dr. Lunde, 
S» ° n L P Mi,id get the kind of treat- 

n' c "!'! C ,"remains placid and polite lit? 

« roled on Apr!' 0. 1972 - r £J 
ill be PV._,,nhilil.itcd — bill don’l bn» 


w%oki<F d ' 


r 0e. 


N viU rehabilitated — but don’l bet 
siUiiaW 
on it- 




